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Making health care safe for every Indian

n September 17, the

world observes World i §
Patient Safety Day. This

is a reminder that the
basic promise of health care
continues to elude us. Globally,
estimates show that one in ten
patients experience harm while
receiving care during
hospitalisation, and this number
rises to four in ten in outpatient
care.

For India, where the burden of
disease is rapidly shifting to
chronic conditions such as cancer,
diabetes, heart disease, and
mental health disorders, the
challenge is especially urgent.
These conditions demand
long-term frequent treatment,
creating more points where safety
lapses can occur. In acute care,
where the complexity of
treatment requires multiple
specialities to come together,
medical harm happens when
there is insufficient coordination.

i

Sathya Sriram

is a health-care
strategist and
transformation leader
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— overburdened providers and
passive uninformed patients
hesitant to ask questions. Closing
this gap requires shifting
mindsets, where patients must be
empowered to become active
partners in care, and health-care
systems must welcome and enable
their participation.

A shared responsibility

Patient safety cannot rest on the
shoulders of doctors and nurses
alone. Families and patients
themselves play a vital role, by
asking questions, maintaining
personal health records, reporting
adverse drug reactions, and
following safe practices at home,
including not self-medicating.

In recent years, India has taken
important steps to build this
ecosystem. The National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25) lays out a
roadmap, from adverse event
reporting to embedding safety into
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and fund safety campaigns
through CSR. Even technology
innovators have a role by
designing workflows that flag
harmful drug interactions or aid
communication during care.

Building a culture of safety
The WHO Global Patient Safety
Action Plan provides a blueprint
for integrating safety into all levels
of health-care systems. One
proven mechanism is the
establishment of Patient Advisory
Councils (PACs) to bring patient
voices into hospital
decision-making. Case studies
from high-income countries show
PACs improving safety,
communication and trust. India
can pilot and scale this model,
adapting them to local realities.
As India approaches the final
stretch of the National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25),
governments must renew focus,
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Union Minister for Agriculture,
Farmers’ Welfare, and Rural
Development, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan today announced at a press
conference during the ‘National
Agriculture Conference — Rabi
Abhiyan 2025’ in Delhi that the
Central government has set a
production target of for
2025-26, up from 341.55 million
tonnes last year.

a) 352.50 million tonnes

b) 362.50 million tonnes

¢) 342.50 million tonnes

d) 372.50 million tonnes
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Foodgrain, fruit, and vegetable yield
rose this year: Agriculture Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Tuesday that foodgrain
output as well as fruit and
vegetable production had
seen a significant rise this
year from those of the pre-
VIOUS year.

He was speaking to
presspersons after a two-
day National Conference
on Agriculture - Rabi Cam-
paign, a joint meeting bet-
ween the Union and State
Agriculture Departments
to prepare the road map
for the upcoming winter
seasonal crops.

“The Central govern-
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Shivraj Singh Chouhan

ment has set a production
target of 362.5 million
tonnes for 2025-26, up
from 341.55 million tonnes
last year. The country’s to-
tal foodgrain production
reached 353.96 million
tonnes in 2024-25, an in-
crease of 21.66 million

WWW.0cCscorner.in

tonnes (6.5%) over the pre-
vious year. The country
achieved a record harvest
in key crops such as rice,
wheat, maize, groundnut,
and soybean. This output
was 12.41 million tonnes
higher than the set target
of 341.55 million tonnes,”
Mr. Chouhan said.

The conference dis-
cussed topics such as cli-
mate resilience; quality
seeds, fertilizers, pesti-
cides; horticulture, and
natural farming. It also de-
cided to boost pulses and
oilseeds productivity and
focus on integrated farm-
Ing systems.

He said the Centre and
States will continue their

coordinated efforts to en-
sure agricultural growth
and farmers’ welfare.

On the flood situation,
he said the government is
making every possible ef-
fort to assist those affected
in States such as Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Jam-
mu, Uttarakhand, Maha-
rashtra, Assam, and parts
of Haryana. “The Centre
will leave no stone un-
turned in supporting the
States/Union Territories,”
the Minister said, adding
that efforts are being made
to ensure timely and adeg-
uate disbursal of insurance
benefits to farmers co-
vered under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.
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At UNHRC, India
condemns violation
of Qatar’s sovereignty

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday defend-
ed Qatar’s sovereignty at
the UN Human Rights
Council. Addressing a
UNHRC session in Geneva,
India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative Arindam Bagchi
referred to the September
9 Israeli bombing of Doha,
and said India “unequivo-
cally” condemned the
attack.

“India is deeply con-
cerned about the recent at-
tacks in Doha and their im-
pact on the security
situation in the region. We
unequivocally condemn
the violation of the sove-
reignty of Qatar. Such ac-
tions threaten peace, sta-
bility, and security not
only in the region but
across the world,” said Mr.
Bagchi in his statement,
which, however, did not
name Israel. India’s reitera-
tion of its position on the
Israeli strike on Qatar

o A ST g vies - Wl VIV Vl\""l"'"v'vl?

Arindam Bagchi

came days after Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
he had called Qatar’s ruler
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al-Thani and said, “India
condemns the violation of
the sovereignty of the
brotherly state of Qatar. We
support resolution of is-
sues through dialogue and
diplomacy, and avoiding
escalation.”

In India’s first response,
the External Affairs Minis-
try, in a statement, took
note of the “Israeli strikes”
and said India was “deeply
concerned by this
development”.

UNHRC

-Genesis: Established in 2006 by the General
Assembly. UNHRC replaced the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights.

-About: It is the main intergovernmental body within
the United Nations for Strengthening the promotion
and protection of human rights.

-Key Mandate: Reviews the human rights records of
all UN Member States via the Universal Periodic
Review, Authorizes commissions of inquiry and fact-
finding missions on war crimes and crimes against
humanity etc.

‘Membership: Made of 47 Member States
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On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs
for diabetes, weight loss may become cheaper

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

With the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) updat-
ing its Model Lists of Essen-
tial Medicines (EML) to add
the GLP-1 class of drugs for
diabetes with associated
comorbidities such as
obesity, access to these
drugs might just become
easier. Listing a medicine
on the EML is one step in a
series of actions that can
lead to lower costs, better
affordability, and greater
access.

The 25th meeting of the
WHO Expert Committee
on the Selection and Use of
Essential Medicines was
held from May 5 to 9. It re-
viewed scientific evidence
showing that a group of
medicines called glucagon-
like peptide-1 (GLP-1) re-
ceptor agonists can help
people with type 2 dia-
betes - especially those
who also have heart or kid-
ney disease — and conclud-
ed that semaglutide, dula-

Affordable medicine: The WHO move is one step in a series of
actions that can lead to lower costs and greater access. GETTY IMAGES

glutide, liraglutide, and
tirzepatide would be ad-
ded to the EML. These
drugs are used as glucose-
lowering therapy for adults
with type 2 diabetes melli-
tus and cardiovascular dis-
ease or chronic kidney dis-
ease and obesity.

High price

According to the WHO, the
rationale for including
these drugs is very clear:
diabetes and obesity are
two of the most urgent

health challenges facing
the world today. According
to statistics from 2022, ov-
er 800 million people live
with diabetes, with half go-
ing untreated. At the same
time, more than one bil-
lion people worldwide are
affected by obesity, and
rates are rising fast espe-
cially in low- and middle-
income countries.

The prices of these
drugs are so high that ac-
cess is limited. “A large
share of out-of-pocket

Odisha Civil Service Examination

spending on noncommun-
icable diseases goes to-
ward medicines, including
those classified as essential
and that, in principle,
should be financially acces-
sible to everyone,” Deusde-
dit Mubangizi, WHO Direc-
tor of Policy and Standards
for Medicines and Health
Products, says.

Good step forward
While appreciating the
move, Anoop Mishra,
head, Fortis C-DOC Hospi-
tal for Diabetes and Allied
Sciences, New Delhi, lends
areality check: “Itis a good
move; however, in India
these types of drugs will
benefit only a small num-
ber of people, while other
life-saving, low-cost essen-
tial medicines for diabetes,
hypertension, and heart
disease, applicable to a
large number of people, re-
main largely unavailable.”
On the other hand, V.
Mohan, chairman, Dr. Mo-
han’s Diabetes Specialties
Centre (DMDSC), provides

an energetic response:
“I'm very happy that WHO
has included the GLP-1
class of drugs. The fact that
even a conservative organi-
sation like the WHO has in-
cluded these rather expen-
sive drugs in their EML,
shows how compelling the
evidence is. Apart from the
glucose lowering effect,
they have tremendous ef-
fect on weight reduction
and obesity management.”
He points out that recently,
injectible semaglutide has
been approved for meta-
bolic dysfunction-associat-
ed steatotic liver disease,
associated with weight,
and for improving cardio-
metabolic health.

R.M. Anjana, managing
director, DMDSC, says: “It
will surely help improve
access and affordability.
But will it be useful as a
first line drug? This maybe
not for everyone...as there
are various subtypes of dia-
betes. But for those in
whom it is indicated, it’s a
good step forward.”
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MMF sector
demands
lower GST on
raw materials

M. Soundariva Preetha
COIMBATORE

Textile units recycling PET
and the manufacturers of
polyester fibre will face in-
verted duty challenges
with the revised GST rates
as the entire textile indus-
try is under 5% GST while
the raw materials for the
manmade fibre (MMF) sec-
tor - Purified Terephthalic
Acid (PTA) and Mono Ethy-
lene Glycol (MEG) and PET
scrap - are under 18% slab.

According to B.P. Sulta-
nia, former president of
the All India Recycled
Fibre and Yarn Manufac-
turers Association, the PET
bottle recycling sector has
1,25,000 tonne a month
capacity.

Blockage of funds

A majority of the recycled
PET fibre is consumed by
the textile sector.

With PTA and MEG un-
der the 18% slab, the indus-
try will face challenges as
refund will take time and
MSMEs will face blockage
of funds, he said.

To cut imports, govt.
to pick 100 items for
local manufacture

The Centre’s move is aimed at encouraging private sector to expand its

capacity so as to substitute imports with domestic production

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he government is in
T the process of fina-
lising a list of 100

products that India im-
ports in large amounts but
has domestic capacity to
manufacture, a Commerce
Ministry official said.

The aim is to support
these sectors — which in-
clude engineering goods,
plastics, chemicals, and
pharmaceuticals, among
others — and encourage
the private sector to ex-
pand its capacity so as to
substitute imports with
domestic production.

“We are focussing on re-
ducing the dependency on
certain geographies so that
supply-chain disruptions
would not happen,” the of-
ficial said, on the condition

. , Mnkfmm '

Homeward looking: The idea is to focus on the concepts of
‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Atmanirbharta’. THE HINDU

of anonymity as this exer-
cise has not yet been com-
pleted.

“We are trying to see
that our dependency re-
garding critical items
should not be adversely
impacted,” the official said.

“We have identified
about 100 products where
we have huge imports and
at the same time we have

some domestic capacity,”
he added. “We feel that
those imports could be re-
placed by the domestic ca-
pacity by improving the ca-
pacity utilisation of those
manufacturing facilities
within the country.”

The idea, he added, was
to focus on the concepts of
‘Swadeshi’ and
‘Atmanirbharta’.

‘More crude
coming from
Western
Hemisphere’

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

India has developed resi-
lience to navigate global
turbulences, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said, adding this has
been bolstered by “more
and more” crude oil com-
ing into the global market
from the Western He-
misphere and more gas ex-
pected to enter the market
from 2026-27.

Referring to the geopol-
itical scenario, Mr. Puri,
speaking at KPMG’s annual
energy conclave ENRich
2025, stated while the
world was undergoing tur-
bulence, “we [India] deal
with the issues that we
have direct control over
but today we have resi-
lience to navigate them
partly because there is
enough oil available in the
world”.

India and its oil sector
have been facing head-
winds triggered by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s

50% tariffs imposed on In-corner.in

dian products this July.
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China asks U.S., Japan to roll
back Typhon missile system

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

China urged Tokyo and
Washington on Tuesday to
withdraw the U.S.-deve-
loped Typhon missile sys-
tem, after it was unveiled
in Japan for the first time
during joint  military
exercises.

Japan and the U.S. be-
gan the “Resolute Dragon”
military drills on Thursday,
and they will last until Sep-
tember 25, Tokyo’s De-
fence Ministry said on X.

Japan’s  Self-Defence
Forces confirmed that the
missile system had been
showcased for the first
time in the country over
the course of the exercises,
though it said the weapon
would not be fired.

Beijing’s Foreign Minis-

The Typhon, a ground-launched missile system, on display as part
of Exercise Resolute Dragon in Japan on Monday. REUTERS

try on Tuesday called on
the US. and Japan to
“promptly withdraw” the
missile system.

“The U.S. and Japan,
disregarding China’s so-
lemn concerns, have insist-
ed on deploying the Ty-
phon mid-range missile
system in Japan under the

Odisha Civil Service Examination

pretext of joint exercises,”
spokesman Lin Jian said.
“China expresses strong
dissatisfaction and firm op-
position to this,” he added.

The U.S. Typhon missile
system is part of the Ar-
my’s long-range precision
strike “modernisation
portfolio”.
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Miss Grand Swiss
a Candidate for greater glory

Being the elder sibling of Praggnanandhaa is not easy and for someone who prefers to keep a low profile, the Samarkand triumph
couldn’t have come at a better time; she should use this as a springboard to vie for world crowns

C. Shyam Sundar ‘V . .' - » - ‘ '
. Vaishali is someone who . . . \

enjoys flying under the radar.
The elder sibling of R.
Praggnanandhaa won the
FIDE Grand Swiss for a second time and
booked a spot in next year’s Candidates
tournament after a modest run in the
lead-up to the prestigious event in
Samarkand (Uzbekistan).

Rough patch - %

A few weeks before the big event, she

competed in the Challengers section of -+ -
the Chennai Grandmasters tournament . e ‘; LR

and finished with 1.5 points from nine : . :
rounds. o 4 ’

Before that, she lost in the quarterfinals "
of the women’s World Cup to Tan »
Zhongyi, fifth out of six at the Norway ¥ ' '
chess tournament, fourth in the Austria
Grand Prix, sixth in the Pune Grand Prix, |
and ninth in the Tata Steel Challengers W i A~ \

tournament. Hardly the right preparation X } K - LT 7 \
vdaisnd Clvil J€ervice eXxdr CLlVIL SEKXKVICUL ' WWW.O
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Q- Project Cheetah is a landmark wildlife
conservation initiative launched

on aimed at reintroducing cheetahs to
India after their extinction in the late 1940s and

early 1950s.

a) September 17, 2020
b) September 17, 2021
c) September 17, 2022
d) September 17, 2023
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The political history of the
Suryavamsi Gajapatis started
with Kapilendradeva who
ascended the throne in

a) 1335 A.D.

b) 1435 A.D.

c) 1455 A.D.

d) 1485 A.D.
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Under the SUBHADRA scheme, all
eligible beneficiaries between the age

of would receive Rs.

50,000/- over a period of 5 years

between 2024-25 to 2028-29. An e o o

amount of Rs 10,000/- per annum in awodsaleogsa- e 6RIG

two equal installments will be €8 @161 6C ga“é’?@é%?'éﬁ%%ﬂ
21 agie

credited directly to the beneficiary's
Aadhaar-enabled and DBT-enabled
bank account.

a) 18-50 years Women, Child Development & Mission Shakti gag! 962, A9H6 A6
b) 18-70 years ok ko ko ki kb
— SPIEGINGR | 75300 | wpmee €M@ | wpie@OCT | ool Q¥9OT
C) 2 1_6 O y ears Subhadra Jojana : 10,145 Cr. R T ogei0 8 Sea awe, 034 caeia
MAMATA & PMMVY: 3492 Cr. e !
d) 18-60 years _ -
Mukhyamantri Sampoorna Pushti Yojana (MSPY) : 2
526 Cr.

State support to ICDS - 3 1,132 Cr.

Odisha Prusti Maission - 100 Cr.
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